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WILLIAM SAROYAN THE IMMORTAL

By HOVIG ETIAN

“In the time of your life, live-
s0 that in that good time there
shall be no ugliness or death for
yourself or for any life your life
touches. Seek poodness every-
where, and when it is found,
bring it out of its hiding-place
and let it be free and unashamed.
In the time of your life, live - so
that in that wondrous time vou
shall not add to the misery and
sorrow of the world, but shall
smile to the infirite delight and
mystery of it.”

These  were  the  immortal
words of Willlim Saroyan -~ a
heartfelt message to posterity.

Thirteen years after his depar-
ture, the reverberations of the
wonderful world of this extra-
ordinary human being still lin-
gers in the hearts and souls of all
those whoe admired his versatile
literature. There are  those
among Armenians, who have had
the unigue privilege of having
been in the immediate circle of
the great author. T can name at
least two such persons: Varaz
Samuelian, the sculptor and Paul
Kalinian, the photographer-por-
traitist.  Millions of others of
every nationality in this world,
were close to him by fascination
witlt his wonderful writings. Per-
sonally, I have met him in Yere-
vin, where he was the darling of
the Armenian intelligentsia, One
af his admirers, director Vartan
Ajemian, staged one of his works,
"My Heart is in the Highlands,”
at the Sundukian National Thea-

ter. On that day, the theater
was fu)l to capacity. Saroyan
was  sitting at the fromt row
along with some dignitunies. At
certain stage of the play, the
audience was astounded by his
ecstatic exclamations, “Hrashali

Paul Kalinian, the famous
photographer-portraitist of Fres-
no, who immortalized Saroyan
with his exquisite portraits, a5
well a3 with the wommemuorative
postal stamps which were circu-
lated simultaneously in Fresno
and Yerevan, on May 22, 1991,
has now come up with a unigue
tribute to Saroyan—a documen-
tary film, entitled, “William
Saroyan: The Man, the Writer.”

This one-hour film is writien,
directed and produced by Paul
Kalinian. 1t is a superb produc-
tion. 1 have enjoyed it tremen-
dously, The story begins in Fres-
ne in the early 1900 and spuns
a period of about 80 years. Fol-
lowing the introductory remuarks,
it opens with Saroyan reminis-
citig about his past. Then, Mike
Connors— fellow Armenian actor

from Fresno— narrates Saroyan’s
literary life, based on biogra-
phies, interviews, recordings,
newspaper and magazine articles
and his personal recollectiens.

The film1 contains also ex-
cerpts of Saroyan’s voice both in
English and Armenian, vignettes
of Fresno — past and present —
on recreated Jocations, home
movies, rare footage, ongina
photographs, and merorahilia
and scenes from Saroyan’s nu-
merous visits to the Motherland.

Now that this film is being
shown again on April 17, 1994,
at the Agajanjun Hall in Pasade-
na, intend to see it once more.

With this film, Paul Kalinian
has immortalized William Saro-
yan and in so doing he has pro-
ven tu be a veritable artist and a
perfectionist. I admire his com-
mitment to excellence.

NOTE: This film is available

for any organizational or cul-

tural event. Please contact the
producer:

Paul Kalinian



